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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PARISH MEETING  
held on Wednesday 20th May 2026 at 7.00pm at Bobbington Village Hall. 

Present: Bobbington Parish Council, Corbett School representative, Bobbington Village Hall 

representative, Holy Cross Church representative. 

Public in Attendance: 9 

Minute Taker:  Kate Pritchard, clerk@bobbington-pc.gov.uk 

 
 
1. 

 
 
Apologies for absence: apologies received from Cllr Burton. 
 

  
2. Minutes of previous meeting: 

It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Annual Assembly of the Parish meeting 
held on Wednesday 21st May 2025, having been circulated, be confirmed, and 
signed as a correct record. 
 

3. Chairs’ Annual Report 2025- 2026: 
The Annual Report was NOTED. 
 

  
4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reports: 
 
Corbett School Report: 
 
 The Head teacher provided an update on activity during the past year. Key points 
included: 

• The school has operated a three-class structure for several years; however, 

pupil numbers are increasing and, for the first time in seven years, a full 

cohort of Reception children is expected in September. As a result, the 

school will move to a four-class structure and will be appointing a new 

teacher 

• A new grant has been secured to enable the resurfacing of the playground 

during the autumn term 

• The PTA continues to be highly supportive and active, recently organising a 

family sponsored walk over the bank holiday which raised nearly £1,000 

towards a new library. A family picnic is planned for after half-term 

• The school has introduced a new school dog, Rosa, a show cocker spaniel, 

who has been very positively received by the children 

• In sports, the school has achieved the School Games Award for the second 

consecutive year, become champions of the Small Schools Sports 

competition, and reached the finals of both the county football 

tournament and the cross-country tournament 

• The school continues its partnership with a charity in Tanzania, supporting 

global learning and cultural awareness 

• A successful Careers Week was held, including visits from engineers and 

other professionals 
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 • A First Aid Week took place, with medical personnel attending and an 

ambulance brought on site for educational demonstrations 

• Numerous events and trips are planned throughout 2026 

• The school marked Earth Day with themed activities and environmental 

learning 

• After-school clubs continue to expand, now including sports, dance, and 

musical theatre groups 

 
 
 
Bobbington Village Hall Report: 
 
A report was received from the Bobbington Village Hall Committee. Key points 
noted were: 

• The Committee has raised funds and increased its community presence 
over the past year 

• Quotes are currently being gathered for planned maintenance projects, 
with the intention of submitting grant applications to support the works 

• Efforts continue to increase bookings and strengthen fundraising activity 
• The Committee reported that while current finances cover day-to-day 

running costs, overall funds remain insufficient for longer-term needs 
• Recent income included £460.48 via PayPal and £730 raised through the 

GoFundMe page. The current balances reported were: 
o Bank balance: £3,186.68 
o Cash: £145.75 
o GoFundMe: £730 
o PayPal: £460.48 

• The hall received 20 bookings over the past calendar year, with one regular 
weekday hire 

• The Committee expressed thanks for the Parish Council’s annual donation 
of £300 

• Fundraising events included a Valentine Quiz, which raised £965.37. Thanks 
were extended to Adrian Perry and Mike Snelson for their assistance with 
the bar 

• Committee members also raised over £100 during a recent walk 
• A Bingo Night is scheduled for 19 June, with posters circulated online 
• Additional family-themed events are planned, including a Spooky Disco in 

October and Breakfast with Santa in December 
• A Friends of Bobbington Village Hall group has been created to encourage 

wider community involvement, though further local support is needed 
• Residents are invited to support the hall by joining the WhatsApp group, 

donating raffle prizes, contributing to the GoFundMe page, or offering 
practical help at events 

 
 
Holy Cross Church Report:  
 
A report was received from the Holy Cross Church. The following points were 
noted: 

• It has been a challenging year for the church 
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• The congregation has maintained a three-fold increase, with 14–15 
attendees per service 

• Easter celebrations were well received, including a visit from the Easter 
Bunny and a successful service 

• The Tractor Run was described as a fantastic occasion, attracting strong 
community support 

• The gardener continues to work effectively, ensuring the grounds are well 
maintained 

• Thanks were expressed to the Parish Council for their annual donation 
• Several maintenance and repair needs were highlighted, including 

temporary plasterboard installed on the ceiling to address falling plaster 
and associated health and safety concerns 

• The Treasurer will be applying for grant funding to support necessary 
works 

• Plans are being considered to remove some pews at the back of the church 
to create a more flexible, user-friendly space for baptisms and social 
gatherings 

• Work on the lime tree remains pending a decision from Staffordshire 
County Council; the canopy has been lifted and balanced. 

• An application has been submitted for work on the ash tree, which is 
subject to a Tree Preservation Order 

• The hedge between the church and Glebelands requires tidying and 
ongoing maintenance 

• Upcoming events include the Bobbington Dog Show, with cream teas 
available 

• The Harvest Supper will take place on the last Monday in September 
• Thanks were extended to the Parish Council for their grant towards 

grounds maintenance, and to the Treasurer, Stephen, for his continued 
work 

• The church noted the sudden passing of William Cole 
• Condolences were sent to Reverend Richard following the loss of his 

partner 
• The church reaffirmed its commitment to being a focal point of the 

community 
• The Harvest Supper was described as a wonderful evening and remains a 

key fundraiser 
• A successful pet service was held during the year 
• Christmas services saw excellent attendance 

 
 
Air Scouts Report:  
 
A report was received from the Air Scouts, and the following points were noted: 

• The Beaver section (ages 6–8) is currently not running due to low numbers, 
despite local recruitment efforts. This reflects a national trend. Plans are in 
place to restart the section by September 

• Membership currently stands at 20 Cubs (8–10.5 years) and 22 Scouts 
(10.5–14 years) 

• Over the past 12 months, the group has delivered a wide range of 
activities, with significant time spent outdoors. Activities included rifle 
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shooting, archery, den building, cooking over open fires, and learning the 
phonetic alphabet and Morse code 

• Young people have also developed new skills such as safe use of a Swiss 
Army knife, tent building, semaphore signalling, geocaching, OS map 
reading, and working towards the Mechanics Badge 

• There is an even split of boys and girls across the sections 
• Several camping weekends have taken place, and the Cubs and Scouts will 

be camping at Patshull Park Scout Centre next weekend. The annual 
week-long trip to Barmouth will take place again in August 

• The group is supported by a small but dedicated team of Leaders, and 
thanks were expressed publicly for their hard work in delivering an 
engaging and informative programme 

• Rising hall rental costs continue to be a challenge, with most parental 
subscription income used to cover rent. The absence of a Beaver section 
has also impacted finances, leaving the group approximately £3,000 down 
compared with last year 

• Fundraising events are held regularly, though community engagement can 
be difficult at times 

• The annual awards evening will take place in July 
• Thanks were extended to the Parish Council for their support during the 

year 
 

Civic Award 2025-26: 
 
Nominee to be decided in the July Parish Council meeting.  
 
Residents:  
 
A resident raised concerns regarding the return of travellers to Halfpenny Green on 
17 May, following their previous departure in April. Issues reported included trees 
being cut down, fires being lit, and wider concerns about environmental impact. 
The resident requested that the Parish Council consider options to prevent future 
encampments on the Green. 
It was noted that Community Police and the District Council had already been 
contacted. Cllr Perry committed to making further contact with both the PCSO and 
the District Council. 

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 
19:30pm. 
 
  

  
  

 


