MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PARISH MEETING
held on Wednesday 21st May 2025 at 7.00pm at Bobbington Village Hall.

Present:, Bobbington Parish Council, Corbett School representative, Bobbington Village Hall
representative, Holy Cross Church representative, Air Scouts representative

Public in Attendance: 5

Minute Taker: Kate Pritchard, clerk@bobbington.staffslc.gov.uk

1. Apologies for absence: Staffordshire Police, Wolverhampton Halfpenny Green
Airport representative (apologies received after the meeting was conducted).

2. Minutes of previous meeting:
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Annual Assembly of the Parish meeting
held on Wednesday 16th May 2024, having been circulated, be confirmed, and
signed as a correct record.

3. Chairs’ Annual Report 2024- 2025:
The Annual Report was NOTED.

4. Reports:
Corbett School Report:

New garden area constructed due to charity funding. Opening for the new garden
area is due to be held Friday 23 May 2025 at 3pm.

VE celebrations took place, including an unplanned fly by. Received a grant to
refurbish the playground. School dog “Rufus” joined the school — joins the children
with reading. Circus science, world book day, marvellous medicine, pirate day are
some of the other events that have taken place over the year.

Concert due at end of the year. School trip at Lichfield Cathedral due in June. The
school is keen to develop partnership in the area. Easter service and psalm event
taken place at Holy Cross Church. Visited other primary schools in the area. HSBC
have visited the school recently to teach the children about life skills.

Year 3 and 4 letter from the trenches, which was covered on the BBC news.
Sports are very popular — cross country, netball and football. Hosting next
competition in June to defend their cup title.

Active PA, who pay for all the children to attend the pantomime every year.
Lovely to see such wonderful engagement from parents and the community.
Thriving nursery section and numbers have continued to grow.
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Bobbington Village Hall Report:

In recent years the village hall has applied for grants to repair windows, roof and
drainage. The village hall committee is very small, only 3 members currently.
Hopefully there is a new expression of interest.

The new booking clerk for the village hall is doing a grand job. The bookings have
increased however the reality is the bookings are not covering the costs. Operating
with a budget of £4,800 annually. There is a lot of work that is needed. The inside
wall is bowing. There is an issue with flooring in the main hall. An emergency repair
was required to prevent collapse of the flooring due to rot. There are no available
funds to complete the remaining work.

Difficulties in attracting locals to fundraising events. Concerns that if the
expenditure is more than the income, in 3 years’ time, there won’t be any money
left in the village hall. Corbett School PE and events are done in the village hall, and
the impact of a closure would impact the primary school tremendously.

District Councill R. Reade has some information for the committee regarding new
grant funding that the village hall can apply to.

County Councillor V. Wilson advised a nearby Parish Council was able to gain
prosperity funding to fix their car park. Community fund £2,500 — all community
village halls can apply for this funding on the Staffordshire County Council website.

Holy Cross Church Report:

The past 12 months have been positive. More parishioners have been attending
church. Public meeting held 215 October 2024 saw 60 people attend and ideas
were shared. Number of worshippers has increased seeing 16 adults and children
on the second Sunday of every month. Holy communion on the 4" Sunday is also
popular. Community meetings are held at the Red Lion. Volunteers are greatly
valued. The church has conducted 2 baptisms, 5 funerals and 2 weddings.
Grateful to Cllr M. Slater for removing excess garden waste in the churchyard.

No issues of vandalism over the past 12 months. Essential maintenance for roof
and stonework is required and needs to be addressed for future generation. A
treasurer is required for good practice and the annual statement. This is required
to apply to grants for essential repairs.

Songs of Praise Service - Sunday 14" July 3:30pm

Harvest supper - Monday 29" September.

Wolverhampton Halfpenny Green Airport Report:

Tony Hall and Jordan Timmins have sent their apologies. The next committee
meeting is due to be held 25" June 2025. Any issues to be raised by residents can

be sent to the Clerk of Bobbington Parish Council and Clir A. Perry will take the
concerns to the committee.
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Air Scouts Report:

Scouts involves teaching children outdoor, practical and life skills. Scouts did suffer
during covid outbreak and has taken a long time to start recruiting again. The
recruiting began in 2024 and there are 65 children currently in the local group.
Numbers were over 100 pre-covid. They have challenges with funding; the subs
only cover the rent, and they are trying their best to fundraise and to get parents
involved. Successful fundraising quiz recently raised £800. It is a very positive
group, and the children are very happy. Scout leaders will be going into school to
encourage recruitment. This year they are hoping to fly the scouts on a pleasure
flight at Wolverhampton Halfpenny Green airport in September 2025.

Police Report:
No representatives were able to attend.
Civic Award 2023-24:

Nominee to be decided in the July Parish Council meeting. Possible nominees were
discussed.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at
19:40pm.
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