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MINUTES of the Adqusil Parish Meeting of BOBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL held on
Wednesday 17 May 2023 at Bobbington Village Hall at 7.45pm

PRESENT: Councillor Mrs. L Jones (Chairman)
Councillors: Mrs. I Rees, Mrs. J Stanton, M Snelson, A Burton, S Hadgett, M
Slater .
Victoria Morris (Clerk to the Council)
Chloe Martin — Clerk to the Council Designate
2 Members of the Public

2149. APOLOGIES:
Apologies for non-attendance were submitted by District and County Coungillor Mrs. V Wilson

2150. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
None,

2151. MINUTES:
The minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting had previously been approved and signed.

2152. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Report attached.

2153, CORBETT SCHOOL REPORT
Report attached

2154, VILLAGE HALL REPORT
No report had been provided by the Village Hall committee, therefore, it was agreed to adjourn
this report to the June meeting of the Parish Council.

2155. HOLY CROSS CHURCH
Mrts. Jill Humphries, PCC Secretary, had provided the following report to the Clerk:

Morning Services are now held on the second and fourth Sundays of the month, except for
'special’ days.

During 2022 there were 3 Baptisms, 3 weddings, 3 funerals and one interment of ashes.

A Memorial Service was held in August 2022 to mark the 50" anniversary of the plane crash in
which Prince William of Gloucester and Capt. Vyrell Mitchell died, this was attended by the
family of Vyrell Mitchell and the Lord Lieutenant of Staffordshire.

In early 2023 a Malus (Crab Apple)} tree was planted to commemorate the Queen's Platinum
Jubilee; a dedication service is planned.

The PCC is very grateful for the support of the Parish Council, especially with regard to the
maintenance of the churchyard.
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2156, WOLVERHAMR
Report attached

ALFPENNY GREEN AIRPORT REP,ORT

2157. ENVILLE TRUSTEES REPORT
Report attached '

2158. TREE WARPEN REPORT

Cllr Slater reported that there had been no further developments with respect to the oak tree
planted on Brantley Lane. The only tree of significance in the last year was one in a parishioner’s
front garden opposite the church gates — this matter is ongoing.

2159. COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH REPORT
Report attached

2160. HEALTH AND WELLBEING REPORT
Report attached

2161. CIVIC AWARD 2022-23 Presentation

The Chairman welcomed Mr. and Mrs. Craig Snelson to the meeting. She thanked Craig for all
the work he had completed on behalf of Parishioners and village organisations who had suffered
as a result of flood waters. The Councillors believed Craig to have exceeded reasonable
expectations, as such, he had been nominated to received the 2022-23 Civic Award.

The Chairman presented a certificate, gift and cheque in recognition of services to the Parish and
environmental adaptations.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There was no other business

DATE OF NEXT ANNUAL PARISH MEETING arranged for 15 May 2024,

The meeting was closed.

o
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Chair's Report
The last 12 months have yet again proved to be very eventful.

We continue to work with the District Council on tackling unkempt properties within the parish and
there has been general improvement over the year. We of course pass our thanks on to the Friends
of Bobbington for supporting the PC and the village in the work they do to keep our village tidy. A
regular item for discussion at our meetings is the condition of our highways. We continue to work
with the County Council and have seen some improvements during the year, including the clearing
of visibility splays on Tom Lane. Our civic award this year goes to Craig Snelson in recognition of his
services to the Parish and environmental adaptations.

We have been liaising with the Parochial Church Council on the limited number of plots in the
graveyard, in an attempt to seek solutions for the time when there are no further plots. Parish
Councillors attended the Memorial Service held at Holy Cross for the 50" anniversary of the plane
crash which resulted in the deaths of Prince William and Vyrell Mitchell,

We had two major events on 4 June. We had a very good turnout at our “Bobbington Bake Off”
where different age groups competed for the Tom Butler Cup and visitors were able to have
refreshments while the judging took place. We were delighted to have Councillor Victoria Wilson,
Sir Gavin Williamson MP and a representative from the Red Lion as our judges alongside the
Chairman.

The Bobbington Jubilee Bash was the main event of the year, organised by Councillor Snelson, with
support from the Air Scouts, Corbett School PTA, Halfpenny Green Airport, the Parish Council and
many other supporters and sponsors who made the whole thing possible. Thanks to everyone's
hard work this was an amazing event that raised substantial funds for the Air Scouts and the PTA.

The Parish Council observed the memory of HM Queen Elizabeth 1l at the meeting in September and
noted her achievements, and her utter dedication to duty and responsibility during her remarkable
reign. Although we were unable to organise an event for the coronation of HM King Charles Il in
May, we were nevertheless happy to support other events that were being arranged in the Parish.

Unfortunately we have seen heightened criminal activity with a number of properties and vehicles
being subject to damage or theft. We regularly receive updates from our local policing team.

We were pleased to hear that the planning application for residential properties at the airport has
heen refused. The Parish Council had submitted substantial objections to the application and we
agreed that the refusal of the application was the right cutcome.

And finally our amazing Clerk and Financial Officer, Victoria Morris has tendered her resignation
after 16 years of incredibly hard work. We recognise that her commitment and dedication has
ensured the PC has been able to meet its responsibilities to the Parish, and much more. We are very
happy to have appointed Chloe as her replacement and very much look forward to giving her a warm
welcome to the role,
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Annual Parish Council Report for CSW — May 2022-May 2023

With the small team of volunteers, we only performed 3 CSW sessions within the last 12 months.
These sessions identified 7 speeders from 105 vehicles. We have suggested that speed cameras are
deployed in the same fashion as Shropshire police do, where they target an area on a regular basis
and this results in the traffic regulating itself, areas of example are Hilton Vailey and the Hundred
House,

We had one new member join and we have another member interested in joining and requiring
training.

I would like to thank the team who are giving up their own time to support the cause.

Annual Parish Council Report for Corbett Primary — May 2022-May 2023

Corbett Primary has been going through a major period of transition in the last 12 months. Head
Teacher, Mrs Crook, left her post in July 2022, to be replaced by Mr Pardoe {with Mr Craig
supporting}), Mr Pardoe left this position at the point of breaking up for Christmas. Between
Christmas and May 2023, Mr Craig assumed the position of interim Head Teacher, whilst an new
head teacher is being sought.

Mr Pardoe and Mr Craig have identified areas within the school that require improvement. The
school has been introduced to other schools of the same size and disposition in-order to exchange
and implement best practices going forward. The new Mrs Jones is the new Head Teacher, who is
expected to start in June 2023 will be Chaperoned by Mr Craig at least for the Autumn term.

New curriculums are being introduced and extra training has been recognised for some of the
teachers.
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Bobbington Parish Council AGM 2023

Wolverhampton Airport Consultative Committee Report.

All meetings during the last year have been conducted via Zoom and again no one from the
Owners, MCR Property Developers has attended.

The much debated Planning Application submitted by MCR Property Developers was
rejected by the Council. This was a welcome decision following the many objections by
various parties. To date there has been no appeal against the decision.

Activity at the Airport has remained stable and the 3™ runway is now open.

Complaints, which have to be registered by email, have reduced slightly with no significant
issues being raised.

From a social point the highlight of the year was the Platinum Jubilee Bobbington Bash
which was held at the Airport. This was a wonderful success and many thanks to Brian
Rawlings for allowing this to be held in one of the hangars.
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LLady Dorothy Grey Foundation

This Supports around 20 students per year, same students can apply
for each year at university

Peter Williams is Lifetime Chairman
Little about the history -

Funded from Lady Dorothy Grey Foundation which originates from a
school set up in Enville by lady grey in 1755 for the education of 12
poor giris

“Lady Dorethy Grey Foundation”

She laid down very clear instructions back in 1755. The girls were to
be taught to read, knit, spin, wash, scour, pewter and make butter and
cheese. The schoolmistress was not to be under 30 years old, of the
Anglican religion and always unmarried. If she married, a new school
mistress had to be appointed. The children could be taken in from the
age of five and continue until the age of 17, unless sooner qualified to
go into service”

The property “Lady Grey Cottage” was eventually sold and the money
invested in a trust

For the education ( Particularly a degree or similar level) of persons
who are under the age of 25 year, who, in the opinion of the trustees,
are in need of financial assistance and who are resident in, or who
have parent(s) resident in, the Parish of Bobbington, the Parish of
Enville or the Parish of Kinver, but preference for whose who are
resident in, or who have parent(s) resident in Enville.

This year the annual grant to those successful was increased from
£1500 to £1650, and the same amount given to those that commute
from home as well as ‘live in’ at university.

This was deemed appropriate due to increased student costs and
made able by successful investments made by the trust
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Bobbington Parish Council: Health & Wellbeing Report May 2023

Councillor Mrs Stanton and | attended the South Staffordshire District Council Parish Summit
on 10" February 2023. One of the key themes discussed was Health & Wellbeing, where
examples of good practice were shared by several parish councils, particularly regarding
practical ways in which mental health could be supported.

We were also introduced to ‘Everyone Health” which has recently been recommissioned by
Staffordshire County Council for another five-year period. ‘Everyone Health’ delivers a
variety of services on behalf of SCC, both virtually and in face-to-face settings. One service is
a NHS Health Check, which is available to people aged between 40-74 and live in
Staffordshire, who don’t have any pre-existing health conditions. We were told that the
checks were available in community venues and via a new health check trailer which could
travel across Staffordshire.

After discussing our needs with Emma Morgans, (Everyone Health co-ordinator), the trailer
was booked for Saturday 22" April, based on the primary school carpark. In conjunction
with this event, the ‘Friends of Bobbington’, arranged a free coffee morning for the local
community. There was no obligation to have a Health Check and attend the coffee morning!
One hundred flyers were printed to publicise the two events which were distributed in the
village.

Although the attendance at the coffee morning was a little lower than anticipated; those
who were there enjoyed a chat and catch up with other villagers. What was noticeable and
probably the most positive outcome was the number of people who attended by
themselves. Hopefully the event in a small way, helped in tackling isolation and loneliness.
Through our conversations we also became more aware of the considerable number of
independent nonagenarians in the village.

- The health check trailer was completely
booked for the day. It was so successful

* that six further days were arranged for
health checks to be undertaken in the
village. These were held at the Red Lion
carpark (with kind permission form the
landlords), on 25, 27t 28t April and 9t
10%, 12th May.

Approximately 180 patients have been
seen on these days, with a further 100 to
be seen during June.

Everyone Health can be found on Staffordshire County Council’s website using the following link:

About Everyone Health - Everyone Health Staffordshire




